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Netvibes: The Easy Solution to Podcast Subscription.

OK you've found a podcast that you like and don’t want to miss a future episode. Y ou
could install software on your PC or laptop which will download a podcast you subscribe
to automatically. The most popular tool of thiskind isiTunes, Apple's music store. You
can download i Tunes from the Apple website:

http://www.apple.com/itunes/downl oad/

However, for those who don’t have i Tunes and don’t want the bother of installing
software on their computer, there’ s an easy to use alternative. Y ou can use a service that
lives on the Internet. Y ou simply create an account and login to the service in the same
way you would aHotmail or Y ahoo email account.

The difference between services like thisand iTunes is that a web-based ‘ podcatcher’ will
not download the podcast automatically. It will simply show when you next login that a
new episode has been published and you' re then free to download it manually.

A favourite of mineis Netvibes. Netvibes allows you to easily add RSS feeds to your
personal page but also gives you the opportunity to do much more:

= addato-dolist

* add notes and links to websites
= useready created links to search engines, your email account and much more.

S0 let’s get started!

1) Go to http://www.netvibes.com and you' |l see something like the following:
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http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/
http://www.netvibes.com/

2) Click ‘Register now’to create an account
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Y ou now have an account and can start making Netvibes pages of your own.

3) You can delete any of the boxes you don’t want on your page simply by placing your
cursor inside the box and clicking the * X’ in the top right corner.
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3) Why not try keeping notes of some kind? Click Edit in the Webnote box and type your
notes:

* Webnote

Welcome to Netvibes!
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4) Want to add alink to your first podcast? Easy! Go to the podcast website you want to
add the feed from and look for the * Subscribe’ or ‘RSS' link. Y ou might find an image
like this which you can click:

5) Y ou should then copy the url or address that appearsin your browser window. Here'sa
sample RSS feed taken from the Splendid Speaking podcast:

http://spl endi dspeaking.podomati c.com/rss2.xml

Feeds will typically end in .rss or .xml
6) Now let’s add your feed to the to your new Netvibes page. Click ‘Add afeed'.
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7) Then paste your RSSfeed into the box:
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7 Add a feed or a module to your page: (help
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http://splendidspeaking.podomatic.com/rss2.xml

8) The RSS feed will then appear on your page:
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9) Put your cursor over one of thetitles and you'll get a summary:
Al P L ) < INCTYY 1 aw
w (6) splendid Speaking & [¥] Edit % £ web Search
* Re-Posted: Describing Photographs [#] [F] o, ¥
g 15 2 e “I_ Izl _ _ search | [ 1
. feeeten. o THis recording was first published in November Y
TETTHEEEEE SR 2006 and features Ekaterina from Bulgaria. In this uk | - | ¢® Yahoo!  f® 5
" interview we looked at the skill of describing and As g
. 1 1 speculating on the scenes in photographs. Visit k ]
the Splendid Speaking Website for our new yet
. o weekly task sheets to help you prepare for a !
. , similar talk. ;
= HX (7) BBC News | News Front Page | v
10) Click thetitle and you'll go to a page where you can listen or download:
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Congratulations! Y ou had added and listened to your first feed! There are many more
things you can do with your Netvibes page. Organise your content under new pages or
‘tabs’, create acaendar or a ‘to-dolist’.

Browse content *x

EJ add a feed =
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Murielr linlee

Y ou can even share your pages with others ..... your very own ‘ Self Access Centre'!
Come back soon for our next guide for ideas on how to do this.
Peter Travis

Flo-Joe
2007
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