
Improving your

Topic vocabulary
It’s located/ situated in
Off the beaten track
Hidden gem/Best kept secret
Conservation area
Picturesque villages
Unspoilt countryside
Stunning surroundings
Breathtaking views
Guided tours
Local crafts/cuisine
Distinctive cuisine
Traditional crafts/food
Cultural heritage
Rich in architecture/culture
Vibrant atmosphere/night life
Popular with the locals

More signposting
expressions
First/To begin with
Let’s begin
I’d like to start by
Let’s move on to/Turning
now to
For example/To illustrate this
Firstly/Secondly/Finally
In contrast/although
To sum up/In conclusion
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’Travel’
Unit 12: A Special Place
Task: Presentation (1-2 minutes)

1. Introduction: Read the following extract:

A Special Place
We all know the well-
known tourist sites around
the major cities of the
world and no doubt your
own country has popular
destinations for the
tourist. However, is there

somewhere special you
would recommend to
visitors – somewhere that
people can get a real taste
of the local culture? We’re
inviting people to present at
our International Student
InternationaDay

2. Planning: To prepare your presentation, spend 1 minute making notes.
Think about the following:
The name and general location of the place
Its significance (culture/history/landscape)
Why it’s special for you

3. Task focus: Divide your talk into three chunks – the introduction, main
content and conclusion. Use phrases on the left to signpost your talk.

4. Language: Tick any of the vocabulary on the left you want to use.

Task: Discussion (15 minutes)

Discuss one of the following:

 Is globalisation leading to ‘sameness’ in terms of local/national cultures?
 What are the pros and cons of mass tourism?
 Does travel broaden the mind?

We sometimes need a speaker to repeat what they have said, either because
we haven’t understood or because we need to confirm our understanding. If
this happens during this discussion try using any of these expressions:

Could you repeat that? / Could you say that again? / Sorry, I didn’t catch that
Are you saying… / Do you mean… / Could you explain what you mean by…
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